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This invention relate* to a combined war view 
mirror and roa^ Ught deai^ <or m<Hmtia« to tha 
untal central overhead portion In the <*ivift* 
component of in automobOa. >: 

The primary object of the Invention li to provide 
a compact unit of the character indicated above 
which Is designed to replace the usual rear view 
mirror of an automobile, and which, while serving, 
the usual functions of a rear view mirror, make* 
available In the drive?* compartment, light for 
nighttime reading of mapt *ad the like, and light 
for locating and inspecting other object* In a driv- 
ing compartment. 

Another important object of the invention is to 
provide a practical and efficient device of the char- 
acter Indicated above, which can be made In ser- 
viceable and attractive forma, of a variety of ma- 
terial*, at relatively low coat 

Other important object* and advantageous fea 
turei of the invention will be apparent from toe 
following description and the accompanying draw* 
ings« wherein, for purposes of illustration only, a 
specific form of the invention Is set forth in detail. 

Figure 1 is a fragmentary rear elevation of the 
front of an automobile driving compartment, show- 
ing an installation In accordance with the present 
invention; 

Figure 2 is an enlarged fragmentary perspective 
view of said installation, the rear view and lighting 
device being partly broken away to show structure; 

Figure 5 is a vertical longitudinal section taken 
on the line 3—3 of Figure 2; 

Figure 4 is a horizontal section taken on the line 
4 — 4 of Figure 3; and 

Figure 5 is a vertical transverse section taken 
on the line 5 — 5 of Figure 3. 

Referring tn detail to the drawings, wherein like 
numerals designate like parts throughout the several 
views, the numerals 7 generally designate an auto- 
mobile driving compartment having an instrument 
panel g, a header 9 spaced above the Instrument 
panel, and a windshield 10 extending between the 
instrument panel 8 and the header 1 In i conven- 
tional arrangement. 

The windshield iQ usually includes a vertical 
center strip 11 on an upper part of which is 
suitably secured, as indicated at 12. a rear view 
rrurror mounting bracket 13. terminating In a 
iwivel joint ball 14 on which is adjuitably mounted 
a conventional rear view mirror structure <not 
shown) 

In accordance with the present invention such 
conventional rear view mirror itruclure is replaced 
an the bracket 13 by a combined rear view mirror 
and m&n light unit, such as is generally dcsignnte<i 



by the numeral 15 in the drawing* ~ 

The unit 15 comprises a preferably metal sheet 
material hooting H of horizontally elongated gen- 
erally' rectangular shape, having parallel upper 
ft and lower longitudinal walls 17 auid ftV respec- 
tively, vertical essd walla It and m and a front 
waU U. The rear of the housing 1! is open for 
narrow tipper and lower flanges 22 and 23 on the 
rear edge* of the upper and lower walls 17 and 
jo 1* respectively. 

A eomhsned cloture and rear view mirror frame 
24 is hinged at one end, preferably it* right hand 
end* to rear edge 25 of the related housing end 
wall 20, as indicated at tt- 
15 The frame 24 i* of the *arne size and dimen- 
sioned as the open rear of the housing IS, the top 
of the frame 14 and the top wall of the housing 
16 preferably being similarly rounded at their ends, 
a< indicated at 27 and 23, respectively. 

The frame 24 ha* relatively narrow top. bottom 
and end walls 2* 3C 31 and » respectively, 
and extending there* round are front and rear lat- 
er*! flanges 33 and 34, respectively, which are 
parallel and spaced from each other to define a 
gi channel receiving the edges of a rear view mirror 
panel 35. On the back of the front flange 33 
the free end of the frame 24 is a headed detent 
pin 3ft arranged to reteasably engage a detent 
37 mounted on the adjacent end wall Id of the 
50 housing IS for holding the frame 24 in closed 
position. 

Fixed on an upper central part of the front 
surface of the housing front wail 21 to a ball 
socket 33 which receives the mounting bracket 
35 ball 14- 

The housing bottom wall 18 has therein a rela- 
tively large longitudinal rectangular opening 39 
which is surrounded at its front side and both ends 
by a retaining flange 40 which is parallel to and 
♦0 spaced above the bottom wall t8 A rectangular 
translucent panel 41 Atting the interior of the hous- 
ing U to positioned upon the bottom wall 18 with 
Its front and end edges engaged between the hot 
torn wall 18 and the retaining flange 40 and covers 
16 the opening 33. 

The translucent panel 41 U preferably of frosted 
glasa or of the character of a Alter, in order 
to direct non-glare light downwardly from the 
housing 18 into the driving compartment 7, the 
50 angle of the housing 18 being capable of being 
adjusted on the ball joint to direct iuch light where 
wanted. 

Illuminating means for the interior of the housing 
18 preferably comprises an open cylindrical bracket 
^5 42 secured horizontally to the rear side of the 
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housing front wall 21, ■ * indicated at 42*. ■ 
double-ended Insulated lamp socket 4) embraced 
by the bracket, and lamp bulb* 44 and U engaged 
in the opposite enda of the socket 4& 

An Insulated dual conductor 44 is severally con- 
nected at one end to base contacts 47 and 48 of 
the socket 43 and at Its other end to one aide of 
a switch 49. as indicated at 50 Another insulated 
conductor 51 has one end connected to the other 
side of the switch 49, as indicated at 32, and the 
conductor 51 leads through an opening M In the 
housing front wall 21 to a suitable connection with 
the ungrounded side of the automobile lighting 
system (not shown), the other sides of the lamp bulb 
socket components being suitably grounded. 

The switch 49 may be a conventional toggle 
switch and be mounted through the left hand hous- 
ing end wall 1* The switch 49 may comprise a 
threaded body 54 with nuts $5 and St thereon 
tightened against opposite sides a£ the end wall 
IS, and with a twitch handle 57 projecting* from 
the exposed end of the body 54. The switch handle 
57 can be moved to ~oo~ and "off" positions with 
the housing if in any of its angularly adjusted 
positions for energizing and de-enexa±Eing both of 
the lamp bulbs. 

It will be understood that the above described 
unit 15 can include a complete mounting bracket 
as a replacement for an existing mounting bracket 
or may have only the socket 3f for use with an 
existing mounting bracket 

The embodiments of the invention In which an 
exclusive properly or privilege Is claimed are de- 
nned as follows- 

X. In a combined rear view mirror and map 
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light, a housing consisting of front and rear wails, 
top and bottom walla, and end walls, said walls 
being opaque, a mirror mounted on said rear wall 
so as to be exposed to view rearwardly of said 
rear wall, said bottom wall being provided with a 
liaht passing opening occupying a major portion 
of the area of the bottom wall, a translucent panel 
covering said opening and carried by said bottom 
wall, and illuminating means within said housing 
above ^Mid bottom wall. 

2. In i combined rear view mirror and map 
light, a housing consisting* of front and rear walls, 
top and bottom walla, and end walls, said walls 
being opaque, a mirror mounted on said rear wall 
so as to be ex p o ss e J to view rearwardly of said 
rear wall* said bottom wall being provided with 
a light passing opening occupying a major portion 
of the area of the bottom wall, a translucent panel 
covering said opening and carried by said bottom 
wall, means 00 the fact oi said front wall remote 
from said rear wall for attach ma; said housing on 
an automobile rear view mirror bracket, and illumi- 
nating means within said housing above said bot- 
tom wait 
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